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Chapter 4- Seotion 3 
Manufaotured cloth was almost unattainable here at an 

early day and the settlers hed to depend upon themselves fo r 

m.a t erials with which they could be comfo rtably clothed . 

The dresS of the pioneer men consisted of a fur cap, 

mocca s ins, pants and a f ringed hunting shirt. The favorite materi a l 

ot a hunt ers pr r angers suit waS deer skin , as it was bes t prepared 

t o stand the rough usage to whi ch it was subjected , and many fam-
A suit ma de 

l11es from the oldest to the youngest were thus clad . 

ot it would last a l ong time and the styles did not change then as 

now . Great s kill was attained in making the deer skin 50f t Bnd 

pliable as f ine c loth . 
Nea rly all the cloth Wo r D in the families 

ot t he ea rly se t tlers was made at home by the wives and daughters. 

A nea t ti~~ing deer s kin or homespun dress_ and close_fit ting moc

casins made a 'pr e tty costume. 

The woo l wa s sheared generally by the bOys and gi rls, 

end cerded spun , dyed a nd woven at home. The cutting out and the ' 

aewtns were done on the family hearth " , stout heavy jeans for the 

=en lind II lighter art i o l e at 11nse y fo r t h e \'/omen . Both had cotton 

•• rp . 

r. 

Each Cemily k.nl t the1 r stockings and s ocks of yarn . Every 

Itt pra ottood the a r t . All woo l blankets we r e made in quantities 

• ~ o r .usortor ~uell~y. ,'he little s i p nning wheel produc e t h e 

t f'iIlI af1 ror .owln~ and .eovlna 1i lilt non . Stou t " t.ow-linen" was lI'oyen 

• no! rot. 1rU a l so • 

ll1t.rlOftt.o do:slsn made 0)' ~he 

~u.O~ltlG' or t.ow 11nS und .heotlng W ra mad-
• ,e .r. &Any ~~.U\lrul DO ' g • rl"~, of 

I -.. , . 4n, 1 fl the OOunt. y t.hu 1. huv bo.n honded down t ou~h t h e 
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Chapter 4--560. 3_ -
The early pioneers were essentially self- sustaining, but. 

k 11 " f ts early end late ma de t he climate was such that the i lng ros 

the working of lend a precari ous source of subsi stence until a 

COtilparatlvely recen t period in the history of our c ounty . As 

I ota as 1810, the fact that corn would ripen at Marlin 's Bottom 

e nough to be fi t for meal was nearly a year. t s wonder. Gardens 

for onions , cucumbers, parsnips , pumpkins end turnips; patches 

for buckwhea t, corn, beaDS and potatoes, for many years comprised 

most of the pioneers farning enterprise in the way ol~ supplementing 

their suppl J of game and fish . The implements used l"or clesDlng 

8nd culti vating these gardens were of bome manul'aoture and l 'or "the 

cost part rather r udely co nstructed. 

The people wer e very f'requently moles t ed when at work by "!. 

t"he Ind lens . On th1s aocoun t the 'men would carry thei r guns with 

tt.ea end have them always within r eady reach . 

• 
It W8S soarcely POSsibl e to keep a wor k horse because of 

tote ra d1ng Indians , so mosl: of' the labor at farming had to b e 

on. d tb nooa . 
.'{hen horses Bnd oxen oould be kep t and used , p l ows 

Tho first plo"'8 were made entirel y of seasoned 
•• '0 In do :.lind . 

l • 

or .. bl.ak 

r r.' 

.n Improvement -D8 mDde by ottacb1ng 8n iron plate 

norn 'bu.h , 

, blolOr7 

To ornoot.h 8nC1 pulver11.8 the Barth l'or 

l,roa'ed Co .... o by heavy ridOOl$ or wiled 

1 UJ •• or atrip_ of le4thorbark . 
Tbe 

tree 

•• \ ., au er ~ tt 
n a ,0 drnb ",nil ('lDoK tho ru, had wood n 
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f r ame s shaped like 8 
teeth being made of seasoned h1ck

b1g A, the 

or y o.r white oak . 
t were used to cut the meadows . 

The f irst scythes the 
d blacksmith, and were h ammered 

we r e ha nd-ma de by ~he neighborhoo 

ou t ins t ead of whetted to put them 1n cutting order. 

For handl ing hay or grain, fo r ks were used ma de of 

11 r mapl e 'or dogwood, carefully peeled and bl f urQsted sap ngs a 

"ell- sBasqne d . 

\Then t he pionee r came to need more land than mer e 

patches , he would chop three or f our aore s of trees and then 

a log rolling was in order. By invitat i on the neighbors 

r o r miles would meet with t heir teams of horse s or oxen and 

a ss ist 1n putting up logheaps for bur ning. When this was 
-

done, a f ea st wa s enjoyed and all wou~d r etUl'n home. 
• , 

It was nn es s ential matter that about ev erything need-
• 

ee!. fo r us e 8 r ounnd t he H-ome be bome-made- or at leas!. ma de sume-

~here in the i mmedia te neigh borhood . The p l oneer wives and 

det;.g.h t e rs were excee d i ngly sk.l111'p.l with their bands . Nearly 

e~ eTY househo l d t hat made any pr etense of thrlf~ ha d a ~uow J 

.pinning wheels , little and b i g , 8 f lax brea ker, she ep shears, 

wool oa r da , und everytb ing ne ede d to c h.a nge wool and rlax i nto 

e othlng and blankoto . 

~hQep wer ruisod on the rorms a nd were easi l y sn ee red 

J 'tot) r!l rl. on4 boy • . 'rhO wiv ea a nd dau ghters would scour , 

a_ r • • Ui , _.IIVO 'HU1 len 1 to \.IIU rl acoea l u t o alot-hlng . 

r' rln. W" . Porow" in ho f ltu: I'o t o h , u 4utllly tl ohoio e 

l' Of &,,0 n~ . 'uln rl I'. , \h. rla 'X ~ C\. pul lo by hand , spread 
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I n 18 yer~ , there it l a y upon the ground until dry . After the 

flu x Dod gone toe tiner rlber was t hrough a ll the proc esse s 

spun into t i ner b s pun into coarse r abrics and th e coar se i 1 er 

t ahnu s . 

POC8nunta s County 1n quantlt l e~ The growLug 01 wheat in 

SUf fioi ent ro r s elf- support was no t tho ught 01' in e ar .LJ l,..t. we ::l . 

or sho vel plow, urushed Over Pl.ough ed in wi th tue bu..Ll. ton g ue 

l i and in ma uy instan\.: es 180U1"
by 8. crab bush or l.uvrn sap Jlg , 

WI"tu a hoe, it was a preca rious crop , owing to lously dug 1n 

.freez ing a u " , bl ight o r .. r ust . 
The harv ests wer e g§therea With 

a slckle . 
The va lue or o ne bus hel ot wh eat wa s e qul "b':o.u "t 1,.0 

t.v 
",u~.I.e.1 S of corn and exchanges were mad e in t ha t ratio. 

At f irst the hor se t r amping ou t Was t h e manne r in which -tte Wheat Was t hresh ed . ;'7here t he crops were c omparatively 
-~. 

la r ge f l ol 1ing .es s uperseaed by tra mping ou t by horses fr e s hl y 
abod . 

I n thi s the hali grown boy Via s much in demand a s he 

c o 1d r ide on a hor se and lead a no t her. 

borsea would hull our fo rty or !'ifty bushels of gr ain a da y . 

.rte r tremping • whilo the borses WOuld leave the floo r and r est 

• 11. :h. atraw WOuld bo sha~en up and tur ned over , a nd t ben the 

t:'e ,..1n -o'Jld be resumed until the gra in \\'8S a l l out . 

In .aperatlng tb. whe.t from tho chart the fi r s t me t hod 

T\'i'o o r three pai rs or 

• • '0 , r 0 .lIo •• 1ru1a up -b.n tho Wind we. hleh to blo. tb • 

• rr ••• , . OM n •• 11 •• lOb •• , -.a oloan.d by 0 OOHrs •• ievo , \. 

• SO ........ by ".n4, on4 Lt,. ohoorr 'ould 00"0 to the top 
• • ra orr In barltt(ul, • l'h1, ". hlJ1 ro\'.d On tha "w1nnoYl'_ I II • .. ,- . • 117 • r ,I "y "u ftlO'I , .... blle Cl t.hlrtl "oul '" "0 
• • , r r • • 81 • ",Ik,,\ , 

'IHolly lho "wlnn"'''ln~ sheet " 

• 

I 
I 
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-ave 'Way to the windmill or wbeat fan, when t he fermers became so 

ed\lanced in oiroumstances 8S to feel able to pay thi rty o r rorty 

dollars for one . 

The first thr esh ing machine or "cbaff-pilar" as it was 

05110d , was introduced about 1839 by Wm. Gibson of Huntersvi l le . 

It was opera ted by Jesse Wh1 tmer Bnd John Ge l fo! d, late of Mill 

Point . It was a small sffair, simply a threshing cylinder in a box, 

propelled by fou r borses . When in operation the wheat would fly 

high Bnd low 85 if all in fun . An immense sheet was spread on 

the ground, and this was .enclosed by a wa l l of strong tent about 

eight teet high , on three s1des. A person w1 th a ra ke removed 

t he strew as it ceme out . lie would have his face pro tected with 

beavy cloth , t or the wheat grains would st1ng . Atter th e "chatt 

pl1er" came the separator , a t fi r st propelled by horses and then 

18 ter by steam . 

~en it came to be possible to raise corn fit to eat 1n 

:te 1iQits ot our county, its preparat i on tor the table was ot 
the greates t importance . 

One of the earliest contrivances Was • -. 
II: ~o 1 n1 block" . 

This was made from a lar ge block ot some 
hard 

.~ t hollo_ad out at one end by burni ng . 
The top was large 

t it D~Tro.ed 40wn 1n a rUnnel shape end held a peck or more 
or Tolti . lound1u6 Oorn for 8 fam1ly or eight or ten 

persons 

on Sa turdsys . 
• ~ftT bu.,n8n. end helr or the n1ght 

• tb. ~r.ln -n. run throut~ IJ '.r "".:>41 
r , 4. ,' .. Un . 

u eieve mode or pe r-
ThQ r lne. ·rn.ln wn, ua.e. ('or j 

" ohnny C6 ke" 
• 4 t r 

•• It •• ror b0.1ny . 
or 


